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Advising Offices in Saudi Arabia 
 

The Education Advising Offices at the U.S. Embassy and Consulates 
are certified EducationUSA advising centers affiliated with the United 
States Department of State.  EducationUSA centers promote U.S. 
higher education around the world by offering accurate, 
comprehensive, objective and timely information about educational 
opportunities in the United States and guidance to qualified 
individuals on how to best access those opportunities.   
 
Education Advising Offices do not endorse or rank any college or 
university, nor do they endorse services provided by companies or 
organizations in the areas of test preparation, admissions, 
placement, language training or visa procurement. 
 

BBaassiicc  sseerrvviicceess  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEdduuccaattiioonn  AAddvviissiinngg  OOffffiicceess  iinncclluuddee::  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This booklet provides preliminary information on study in the United States.  For more information about 
Education Advising Offices affiliated with the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, please see www.educationUSA.state.gov and http://exchanges.state.gov 
 
RIYADH 

Tel: +966-1-488-3800 Ext. 4505 or 4207 
E-mail: EduRiyadh@state.gov   
Website: http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/resources.html  
Hours: Saturday – Wednesday, 8:00am-5:00pm 
No walk-in services provided, by appointment only 
 

JEDDAH 

Tel: +966-2-667-0080 Ext. 4151 
E-mail: EduJeddah@state.gov  
Website: http://jeddah.usconsulate.gov/jeddah/advising.html  
Hours: Saturday – Tuesday, 7:00am-3:00pm, Wednesday, 9:00am-5:00pm 
No walk-in services provided, by appointment only 

 
DHAHRAN 

Tel: +966-3-330-3200 Ext. 3044 
E-mail: EduDhahran@state.gov  
Website: http://dhahran.usconsulate.gov/dhahran/resources.html  
Hours: Saturday – Wednesday, 8:00am-5:00pm 
Walk-in service provided Saturday, 2:00pm-4:00pm & Tuesday, 9:00am-11:30am 
By appointment only on Sunday and Monday  

 College counseling and guidance 
 Standardized test information (i.e. TOEFL iBT, SAT, etc.) 
 Bulletins, handouts and education-related publications 
 Study in the USA presentations 
 Pre-departure orientations 
 Authentication of diplomas and transcripts earned from institutions 

accredited by a U.S. Department of Education-approved accrediting 
organization 

 Proctoring 

http://www.educationusa.state.gov/
http://exchanges.state.gov/
mailto:EduRiyadh@state.gov
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/resources.html
mailto:EduJeddah@state.gov
http://jeddah.usconsulate.gov/jeddah/advising.html
mailto:EduDhahran@state.gov
http://dhahran.usconsulate.gov/dhahran/resources.html


3 

 

 

 
 

Resources for Study in the USA 

 
 

The following resources are available in Arabic and English.  To download, go to the education page of the 
U.S. Embassy-Riyadh website http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/resources.html  

 
 
 

EE--JJOOUURRNNAALLSS  

  
 

   

American Teenagers College & University Education in the USA See You in The USA 

 
   

  

 

PPRREE--DDEEPPAARRTTUURREE  MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS  
 

Pre-departure Orientation PowerPoint  

Pre-departure Orientation Narrative  

SEVIS: Maintaining Your Status  

3-1-1 Transportation Security Administration Advice on Liquids   

Helpful Information to Keep as you Depart to the USA 

U.S. Visit and Information and Procedures  

 
 
 
 

http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/resources.html
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STUDY IN THE USA 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

11..    WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ooff  UU..SS..  hhiigghheerr  eedduuccaattiioonn??  
 
There are undergraduate and graduate degree programs.  Within undergraduate are associate’s degrees (two 
years) and bachelor’s degrees (four years).  At the graduate level are master’s degrees and doctoral degrees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22..    AArree  ““ccoolllleeggeess””  aanndd  ““iinnssttiittuutteess””  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..  aass  ggoooodd  aass  ““uunniivveerrssiittiieess””??        
 
Degree-granting institutions, accredited by a U.S. Department of Education-approved accrediting organization, 
can be referred to by any of these terms. Colleges and institutes are not inferior to universities.  As a general 
rule, colleges tend to be smaller than universities and usually only offer undergraduate degrees, while 
universities offer graduate degrees.  Institutes often specialize in certain fields e.g. engineering, art, etc. 

 

33..    WWhhaatt  iiss  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ccoolllleeggee??  
 
Community colleges provide two-year associate degree programs as 
well as technical and vocational programs.  They can be public or 
private institutions and are sometimes called junior colleges or two-
year colleges.  Tuition costs are often lower at two-year than at four-
year institutions, and many have articulation/twinning agreements to 
allow students in transfer programs to move easily into the third year of 
a bachelor’s degree program at a university.  A growing number of 
international students choose to study at community colleges. 

 

44..    II  aamm  aa  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  HHiigghheerr  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ((MMOOHHEE))  sscchhoollaarrsshhiipp  

rreecciippiieenntt..    WWhheerree  ddoo  II  ggoo  ffoorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  aassssiissttaannccee??  
 

Please refer to the MOHE website (www.mohe.gov.sa ) for up-to-date information as there are rules and regulations 
attached to scholarship programs.  
 
The MOHE provides an Admission Center to help scholarship recipients and it is important to follow the center’s 
advice about MOHE-approved ESL schools and MOHE-approved universities.   

 
Note: Procedures and requirements for MOHE scholarship recipients may be different from information 
presented in this FAQ section. 

Level  Year in School U.S. Degree Saudi Equivalent 

High  
School 

Grade 9 - Freshman 
Grade 10 - Sophomore 
Grade 11- Junior 
Grade 12 - Senior 

 
 
High School 
Diploma 

 
 
General Secondary 
Examinations 
Certificate 

Under- 
Graduate 

1
st
 Year - Freshman 

2
nd

 Year - Sophomore 
3

rd
 Year - Junior 

4
th
 Year - Senior 

 
Associate’s Degree 
 
Bachelor’s Degree 

 
 
 
Bachelor’s Degree 

Graduate 
1

st
 Year 

2
nd

 Year 
3-8 Years 

 
Master’s Degree 
Ph.D 

 
Master’s Degree 
Ph.D 

A student at Owens Community College in Ohio works on a 
drawing of house plans for an art class.Michael Lehmkuhle, 
AP/WWP 
 

http://www.mohe.gov.sa/
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55..    WWhheenn  ddoo  II  bbeeggiinn  mmyy  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  uunniivveerrssiittiieess  iinn  tthhee  SSttaatteess??      

 
It is recommended that you begin your search 12-18 months before your intended departure date. 
For example if you plan to start study in the U.S. in September 2008, you should begin your 
search in June/July of 2007. 

 
 

66..    HHooww  ddoo  II  bbeeggiinn  mmyy  sseeaarrcchh??        
 

Ask yourself a few questions: 

 What do I want to study? 

 Does my secondary school coursework prepare me for the demands of this major? 

 Can I meet admission requirements? 

 What kind of environment do I want to live in? (large city, small town, cold climate, close to family, etc.) 

 Do I want to go to a small (Under 5,000), medium (10,000+) or large (20,000+) school? 

 What is my budget and how much can my family afford? 

 Do I want to go to a private or public institution? 

 Do I want to attend a university that has services for international students? 
There are some excellent websites that can help narrow your search. Information on college/university search 
engines is available at http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/resources.html  under Search Options, Colleges 
and Universities. 
 

77..    CCaann  yyoouu  ggiivvee  mmee  aa  lliisstt  ooff  tthhee  ttoopp  sscchhoooollss  iinn  bbuussiinneessss??  
 

Many ranking lists are created by magazines and other publications.  No list has official status or is endorsed by 
the U.S. government. Rankings are likely to be subjective and they are generally based on a wide range of criteria 
that do not necessarily include academic standards.  The more established rankings may give you a starting point 
for your decision, however, the “best” college or university for you will be based on many other factors, including 
how you feel about a program’s potential to meet your needs.   

 

88..    HHooww  mmaannyy  uunniivveerrssiittiieess  sshhoouulldd  II  aappppllyy  ttoo??      
 
If you have conducted thorough research with the Ministry of Higher Education Admission Center and/or an 
Education Advisor, you will probably only need to apply to 6-12 institutions.   
 

99..    WWhhaatt  ddooccuummeennttss  mmuusstt  II  ssuubbmmiitt  ffoorr  aaddmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  UU..SS..  ccoolllleeggeess  aanndd  uunniivveerrssiittiieess??  
 
Individual institutions set their own admission requirements and application procedures.  Check college/university 
websites and/or printed application materials for details. You may be required to submit the following items before 
universities evaluate your application: 
 

 A completed application form  

 An application fee 

 Official copy of your academic transcripts stamped by the Ministry of Education.  If the transcript is not in 
English, then it needs to be translated by a Ministry of Higher Education-approved translator and then 
stamped by the Ministry of Education 

 An application essay  

 Two or three letters of recommendation 

 Financial documents proving you have adequate funds, or a scholarship, to study in the U.S.  

 Official standardized test scores sent directly to the university from the testing company (TOEFL 
iBT/SAT/GMAT/GRE, etc.) 

 
All items must be submitted according to application deadlines set by the college. Deadlines can range anywhere 
from 3 to 9 months before classes start.  
 

 

http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/resources.html
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1100..    WWhhiicchh  ssttaannddaarrddiizzeedd  tteessttss  wwiillll  II  bbee  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  ttaakkee??  
 

Generally speaking, the TOEFL iBT is required of all international applicants, regardless of the intended field or 
level of study.  Undergraduate students are often required to take the SAT Reasoning Test. Some competitive 
institutions require scores from the SAT Subject Tests.  With the exception of GMAT for MBA programs, graduate 
students are almost always required to take the GRE General Test.  A few graduate programs will require scores 
from the GRE Subject Tests in addition to the GRE General Test.  You need a strong command of both spoken 
and written English. If an applicant cannot speak English, then that individual would need to enroll in an Intensive 
English or English as a Second Language (ESL) program and achieve a designated level of proficiency prior to 
matriculation.  Always check university websites for specific details on standardized test requirements. 

 

1111..  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  ttaakkee  aa  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ccoouurrssee  ffoorr  aa  ssttaannddaarrddiizzeedd  tteesstt  ((TTOOEEFFLL  iiBBTT,,  SSAATT,,  GGRREE,,  eettcc))..      

DDoo  yyoouu  ooffffeerr  tthheessee  ccllaasssseess  aatt  tthhee  EEmmbbaassssyy//CCoonnssuullaatteess??  
  
The U.S. Embassy/Consulates do not provide classes for the public.  There may be some language schools 
or institutes in your area that offer preparation courses.  Most students preparing for a standardized test 
purchase study guides at local bookstores, such as Jarir Bookstore.  There are also online preparation 
courses and practice tests.  For more information contact the Education Advising Offices at 
the Embassy/Consulates. 
 
 

1122..  TThhee  uunniivveerrssiittyy,,  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  II  aamm  aappppllyyiinngg,,  aasskkeedd  tthhaatt  mmyy  ttrraannssccrriippttss  bbee  

rreevviieewweedd  bbyy  aa  ccrreeddeennttiiaall  eevvaalluuaattoorr..    WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhiiss  mmeeaann??  
  
Universities might evaluate your grades and documents themselves, or they might require international applicants 
to pay an outside company, called a credential evaluator, to evaluate.  Follow application directions provided on 
the institution’s website.  Some universities will indicate what credential evaluation company they want you to use.  
For a list of evaluators, go to the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services website at 
http://www.naces.org/members.htm  
 

1133..    MMyy  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreess  aa  nnoottaarriizzeedd  ssiiggnnaattuurree..    HHooww  ccaann  II  ggeett  mmyy  ssiiggnnaattuurree  nnoottaarriizzeedd??  
 

Some applications, mostly for medical schools, require an applicant’s signature to be notarized. This service 
is offered through American Citizen Services at the U.S. Embassy/Consulates General.  Details can be found 
at  http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/notaries.html  
 

1144..    WWhheenn  aarree  tthhee  uunniivveerrssiittyy  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ddeeaaddlliinneess??        
 

For students interested in starting programs in August/September, deadlines may be as early as November of 
the previous year.  Since every university has its own deadlines, it is best to locate these dates on each 
university’s website.  There are also universities that have rolling admissions where applications can be 
submitted throughout the year and decisions made on a monthly basis. 

 

1155..    HHooww  mmuucchh  ddooeess  iitt  ccoosstt  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..??  
 
The cost of study in the United States varies widely among universities and the cost of living from one location to 
the next.  Comprehensive costs can range from US$12,000 per year to over US$40,000 per year. Scholarships 
for Saudi students are available from the Ministry of Higher Education and also from a limited number of U.S. 
universities.  The figures listed below are designed to provide some indication of how much students can expect 
to pay for 12 months of study in the U.S. 
 
Finances Per Year 
Tuition  $4,000-$25,000 
Room-board  $2,000-$10,000 
Books-supplies  $400-1,000 
Health Insurance $500-$1,000 

Personal Expenses  $1,200-$3,000 
Travel to USA $1,200 
Total   $12,000-$40,000 

 
Certificate of Finances – The College Board 
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/international_student_cert_finances.pdf 

http://www.naces.org/members.htm
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/notaries.html
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1166..  HHooww  ddoo  II  ffiinndd  oouutt  iiff  aa  ccoolllleeggee//uunniivveerrssiittyy  iiss  aaccccrreeddiitteedd  bbyy  aa  UU..SS..  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

((UUSSDDOOEE))--aapppprroovveedd  aaccccrreeddiittiinngg  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn??    
 
The U.S. Department of Education has an online database, which provides the names of postsecondary 
institutions and programs accredited by a USDOE-approved accrediting organization.  The database has multiple 
search functions, allowing search options by name, location, type of institution, accrediting association, etc. 
 
U.S. Department of Education Database of Accredited Postsecondary Institutions & Programs 
http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/ 
 
In addition, the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) is another website that lists postsecondary 
institutions and programs that are accredited by USDOE-approved accrediting organizations.  
 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation  
http://www.chea.org    
 
If you have difficulty navigating these websites, contact an Education Advising Office at the U.S. 
Embassy/Consulates and an advisor will assist you. 
 
 

1177..  WWiillll  mmyy  ddeeggrreeee  bbee  rreeccooggnniizzeedd//eeqquuaalliizzeedd  iinn  SSaauuddii  AArraabbiiaa??  
 
If you are a Saudi citizen, you will want to make sure that the colleges/universities you apply to are recognized by 
the Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE) in Saudi Arabia.  The MOHE has a list of approved schools by major 
and degree type on its website, www.mohe.gov.sa  This is important because when you return to Saudi Arabia 
you will probably want to have your degree equalized by the MOHE.   
  

  

1188..    II  wweenntt  ttoo  uunniivveerrssiittyy  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aanndd  II  nneeeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmyy  ddooccuummeennttss  

aauutthheennttiiccaatteedd//aatttteesstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  UU..SS..  EEmmbbaassssyy  oorr  CCoonnssuullaatteess..    HHooww  ddoo  II  ggeett  tthhiiss  ddoonnee??  
 
The Education Advising Offices at the U.S. Embassy/Consulates ONLY authenticate/attest documents from 
schools that are accredited by U.S. Department of Education-approved accrediting organizations.  Your 
college/university must be listed in either the U.S. Department of Education or CHEA databases in order for the 
degree to be authenticated/attested.  This service is provided by appointment only and arrangements can be 
made through the Education Advising Offices.   

  

  

1199..    II  nneeeedd  ttoo  ggeett  mmyy  UU..SS..  ddeeggrreeee  cceerrttiiffiieedd//aauutthheennttiiccaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSaauuddii  AArraabbiiaann  CCuullttuurraall  MMiissssiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  UUSSAA  iinn  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDCC..    HHooww  ddoo  II  ddoo  tthhiiss??  

  
It is possible that a Ministry will refuse to accept an authentication of the U.S. Embassy/Consulate. You should 
then contact the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia/Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission in Washington, D.C. to get your 
degree certified.  Their website provides document certification regulations/requirements.  
http://www.saudiembassy.net/Travel/DocReg.asp  

  

2200..    II  wwaanntt  ttoo  eeaarrnn  mmyy  ddeeggrreeee  oonnlliinnee  bbeeccaauussee  II  aamm  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  lleeaavvee  SSaauuddii  AArraabbiiaa  ttoo  ssttuuddyy..    HHooww  

ddoo  II  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  aa  UU..SS..  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn--aapppprroovveedd  ccoolllleeggee//uunniivveerrssiittyy??  
 
Distance education is a popular way to study and you will want to make sure that the college/university you enroll 
in is accredited by a U.S. Department of Education-approved accrediting organization. There are MANY online 
colleges and universities that are not recognized.  If in doubt, contact an Education Advising Office for assistance 
when selecting programs.  If you hope to have your online degree recognized by the Ministry of Higher Education, 
check with them prior to enrollment.   

  

  

http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/
http://www.chea.org/
blocked::http://www.mohe.gov.sa
http://www.saudiembassy.net/Travel/DocReg.asp
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WWhhaatt  SSttuuddeennttss  SShhoouulldd  KKnnooww  BBeeffoorree  

EEnnrroolllliinngg  iinn  DDiissttaannccee  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
   
  

WWhheerree  AArree  YYoouu  TThhiinnkkiinngg  ooff  EEnnrroolllliinngg??    

 By whom is this institution accredited?  

 Is the accrediting association recognized by the U.S. Department of Education or CHEA? 
  

WWhhaatt  PPrrooggrraamm  AArree  YYoouu  TThhiinnkkiinngg  ooff  EEnnrroolllliinngg  iinn??  

 Are there any residency requirements? 

 What other institutions offer similar programs and do they grant the same credential for similar work?  

 How does the variety of courses offered compare with similar on-site programs? 

 How are course materials made available to students?  

 What arrangements have been made for me to complete any required laboratory requirements? 
  

WWhhoo  DDeessiiggnnss,,  DDeelliivveerrss  aanndd  MMoonniittoorrss  tthhee  PPrrooggrraamm??  

 Who designs and delivers the program (and if they are different, how is the delivery controlled)? 

 Where can the qualifications and current professional activities of the faculty be found in writing? 

 What arrangements are made to ensure faculty-student and student-student interaction? 
  

OOtthheerr  EExxppeeccttaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  IInnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  AAvvaaiillaabbllee  SSttuuddeenntt  SSeerrvviicceess  

 What academic, linguistic, and technical skills does the institution require for students enrolling in this 
program? 

 What equipment must I have access to and how will the institution help me in any problems that arise 
concerning the interface between my equipment and their offerings? 

 What counseling, career, financial aid, or other non-classroom services are provided for distance 
education students? 

 Is there a student handbook for distance education students? If not, where are these issues addressed? 

 What is the process for filing complaints? 

 What is the institution’s refund policy if I should have to withdraw from this program? 
  

FFiinnaall  CChheecckk  oonn  tthhee  IInntteeggrriittyy  ooff  tthhee  DDeeggrreeee  

 How can I assure outsiders that the degree represents an assessment of my work rather than that of 
someone else? 

 Where is there official representation of faculty qualifications, the program’s course sequence and 
requirements, the nature of student/faculty interaction and assumptions about technical skills?  

 

© Dr. Amy Kirle Lezberg,  

Consultant in Higher Education and Accreditation 

We are all aware how small our world is, and our lives are touched, almost on a daily basis, by 

the lives of those whose cultures and values are different from our own. It is through education 

that we come to understand and appreciate this diversity, and it is through learning from other 

cultures that we better understand what it means to be a global citizen 

 

Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General UNESCO 

International Education Week, 2007 
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Timeline for Undergraduate 
Study in the USA 

 

Junior Year – Grade 11 

 

September 

 Begin research on accredited colleges/universities by using the Internet, software, 
and reference books. Visit or call your School Counselor or Education Advisor. 

 Take online career assessments, interest inventories and/or study skills courses. 

 Talk with your School Counselor about your career assessment results. 

 Take challenging coursework and focus on producing good results. 

 Go to the TOEFL iBT website and take a practice test. http://www.ets.org/toefl 
 

October 

 Read online student newspapers from colleges/universities to acquire a different perspective on the 
institutions. 

 Ask your School Counselor if individual representatives from colleges/universities will be visiting the Kingdom. 

 Get the dates for possible College Fairs.  Attend with your mother or father and ask questions. 
 

November 

 To enhance perspective, pursue discussion with your School Counselor and with people you know who have 
studied in the U.S. 

 Continue your online research, considering factors such as: field of study, quality of institution, ease of 
admission, location, size, cost, availability of financial aid, housing and international student services. 

 Many schools of architecture, film, and the arts will require a portfolio of your work. If this is your area of 
interest, discover what needs to be in the portfolio you will send one year from now. Begin your preparation. 

 E-mail colleges/universities to request information/applications. Most applications are available online. Be 
consistent with the spelling of your first and last name throughout the search/application process. Use the 
Passport spelling of your name and create a special e-mail account so that you can keep university 
correspondence organized. When creating your e-mail address, try to use your name as it appears in your 
Passport. 

 

December 

 Get SAT Reasoning Test information from the website 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html and review format and questions. 

 Take an online SAT Reasoning Test to build your test-taking skills. 

 Continue your virtual visits, becoming more and more knowledgeable about application requirements, 
procedures, and costs. Learn what colleges/universities are looking for in a candidate. List the institutions that 
interest you most.    

 

January 

 Review all the college/university materials you have been collecting and begin to narrow your list from the top 
25 to the top 10. 

 Discuss this list with your family and your School Counselor. Consider the cost of application fees as you 
decide on your top 5-10 choices. 

 Consider at least one “safe” choice, particularly if you are applying to highly selective colleges/universities. 

 Consider applying to summer programs and begin discussion with your family about possible summer visits to 
university campuses. 

http://www.ets.org/toefl
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html
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February 

 Decide which one of the SAT Reasoning Test dates best fits your schedule. (If you are planning to apply 
to colleges/universities that also require the SAT Subject Tests, then you’ll need to take the May SAT 
Reasoning Test and, at the latest, the December SAT Subject Tests. 

 Begin to consider, through discussion with your family, how you will pay for the transportation, living 
expenses, and tuition/fees. 

 Attend College Fairs and ask questions. 

 If applicable, go online to research college/university sources of financial aid for international students 
and, with the help of your School Counselor or Education Advisor, discover if there are sources for 
financial aid available in your country. Then, download the appropriate financial aid 
form/applications/materials. 

 If you have been enrolled in more than one Secondary School, request that your previous school records 
be sent to your current School Counselor. 

 

March 

 Register online for the May SAT Reasoning Test. Inform your School Counselor of your plan. 

 Register online for TOEFL iBT. 

 Continue virtual visits to your top choice colleges/universities and, if you intend to apply for financial aid, 
be sure to download their financial aid applications for international students.  

 

April 

 Continue practice sessions for the SAT Reasoning Test. 

 Continue discussion with your School Counselor/Education Advisor about your college/university choices. 
 

May 

 Take the SAT Reasoning Test 

 Begin to think about whom you wish to ask for the confidential letters of recommendation that will be sent 
to colleges/universities. 

 

June 

 Look for opportunities to improve your English language skills and/or visit U.S. campuses over the 
summer. 

 

The Kingôs encouragement of Saudi students pursuing studies abroad, particularly in the 

United States, will serve to cultivate the countryôs youngest and brightest minds, training a new 

generation of Saudi leaders, imbuing them with international credentials and perspectives.  

More than the actions of governments, these people-to-people exchanges hold the key to future 

understanding, respect and partnership between our two nations.ò 

 

Ambassador Ford Fraker 

February 18, 2008 

National Day Remarks ï Dhahran 
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Senior Year – Grade 12 

 

September 

 Carefully review your college application instructions and establish a timetable for the 
deadlines you will have to meet. 

 Make certain you are aware of policy/procedures for sending applications in one package. 

 Review your SAT Reasoning Test, SAT Subject Tests, and TOEFL iBT results with your School Counselor to 
determine if you’ll need to retake any of these examinations. 

 If you need to retake, register online for the October SAT Reasoning Test, register online for your TOEFL iBT, 
or register online for the SAT Subject Tests. If an essay is required for your application, begin your first draft. 

 If you need to have confidential recommendations, give the appropriate forms to your School Counselor 
(Secondary School Report) and Teachers (Teacher Evaluation). 

 

October 

 If a portfolio is required for the major you have chosen, select/organize samples of your work. 

 Complete the essay for your applications. Make copies. 

 Complete the applications using copies of the original forms and ask your School Counselor to look at them. 
Then, transfer the data to the original and be sure to make copies of the finished product. This includes online 
applications. Be sure to give your School Counselor your online application number. 

 If you intend to apply for aid, complete financial aid applications with your family.  If you don’t intend to apply 
for aid, ask your parents for their bank official to complete the International Student Certification of Finances 
Form, which guarantees that adequate funds are available for your educational needs, and include it with your 
application. Make copies of all documents. 

 Make sure that your School Counselor has several copies of your official transcript from previously attended 
high schools. If English translations are necessary, get them done. 

 Get dates for College Fairs/representatives traveling the region. 
 

November 

 Submit your applications with fees (and portfolios if required) to the School Counseling Office by the end of 
November. Do not wait for the published university deadlines. 

 Be sure to request that your scores (TOEFL iBT, SAT Reasoning Test and, if applicable, SAT Subject Tests) 
are sent to all colleges and universities on your list. 

 Check that confidential teacher recommendations have been sent to the School Counselor. 

 Check to be certain that your High School has sent your official supporting documents to all the 
colleges/universities on your list. 

 

December  

 If applicable, give your School Counselor the Mid-Year Report Form and request that it be sent at the end 
of the first semester/term. 

 Be prepared to reply promptly to any requests for additional information from your colleges/universities. 
 

January 

 Keep up a good standard of work in class since the final transcript will be sent at the end of the academic 
year. 

 With the help of your family, if there are any additional financial aid forms that have been left incomplete, be 
certain to finish and send them now. Make copies. 

 Some institutions require interviews, so a representative might contact you in January and February.  
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February 

 Continue discussion with your family about the financial plan for your study. 

 If necessary, initiate visa application process at:  
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/non_immigrant_visas.html  

 

March 

 If you applied to colleges/universities with rolling and/or open admission, you might be asked to send a 
deposit soon. 

 

April 

 Many colleges/universities inform students this month as to whether or not they have been accepted. 

 If more than one college accepts you, select your first choice with the help of your family and School 
Counselor and then notify the other universities that you do not plan to attend. 

 Send your reply and deposit by the stated deadline. 

 Keep your School Counselor aware of decisions and developments. 
 

May 

 If you haven’t heard from a university, ask your School Counselor to make contact with the office of 
admissions. 

 If you have incomplete materials regarding acceptance and/or financial aid status, make contact with the 
office of admissions. 

 Review Pre-departure procedures as provided by the Education Advisor at the Embassy/ Consulates. 

 Confirm housing at your first choice college/university. 
 

June 

 Continue visa application process at the Embassy. 

 Remind your Secondary School that you wish to have your final transcript sent to your 
college/university and be certain to give the correct address. 

 Make travel arrangements so that you arrive on time for new student orientation. 

As a universal value, education plays a fundamental role in the life of every nation. And an 

important part of education is teaching children to be active and informed international 

citizens. By studying the history, culture, and languages of other countries, students gain 

invaluable insights into how others live and learn important lessons about respecting their 

fellow citizens of the world. 

 

Margaret Spelling, Secretary of Education 

International Education Week, 2007 

 

http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/saudi-arabia/non_immigrant_visas.html
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COLLEGE WORKSHEET 
TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwoorrkksshheeeett  ccaann  hheellpp  oorrggaanniizzee  yyoouurr  ccoolllleeggee  sseeaarrcchh.. 

 
 
 
 

Characteristics College One College Two College Three College Four 

Major     

Type of Institution     

Size     

Location     

Housing     

TOEFL iBT     

SAT     

Cost     

MOHE-approved 
    

ESL Program     

Deadline     
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U.S. Embassy Riyadh 
Consular Section 

 

Applying for a Student Visa to Travel to the U.S. 
 

The United States welcomes thousands of bright and enthusiastic students from around the world each year.  They 
are drawn to the cultural and academic diversity that exists in our colleges and universities, and they benefit from the 
challenging and innovative programs available at a range of schools.  
 
The U.S. Mission to Saudi Arabia is very glad to know that the U.S. continues to be the first choice for many Saudi 
students looking to study abroad.  And, we know that the visa application process can sometimes seem 
overwhelming, especially when you are also applying to schools, for scholarships, and preparing to travel and live far 
from home.   
 
It is very important to carefully plan and manage your visa application process to ensure you are prepared for your 
interview and have enough time before your intended departure date. 
 
The following guidelines are intended to help you better understand and prepare for the visa application process so it 
goes as smoothly as possible.  All of this information is also available on the Embassy’s website: 
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov.  Be sure to review the website information thoroughly and often. 
 
Scheduling Your Visa Interview Appointment: 
 
All visa appointments must be scheduled online at: http://ksa.us-visaservices.com 
 
There is usually a limited wait time for student visa appointments, but the time it takes to actually process a visa can 
vary, so we recommend that you: 
 

 Schedule your appointment for a date at least three months before the start date of your I-20. Try to avoid 
the busiest periods, April to June and October to December. 

 

 If you are a confirmed scholarship student but you do not have an I-20 yet, go ahead and schedule the 
visa interview.  You can provide the I-20 later in the process.  

 
 

Before the Visa Interview: 
 

 Complete and download all necessary forms which are available on the Embassy website: 
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov 

 

 Students must complete form DS-156, or EVAF, online then print it out and bring it to the visa interview.  
They must also submit forms DS-157 and DS-158. 

 

 Have new photos taken 
Photos must be 5x5 cm, full-face, facing forward, with a white background.  No headwear is 
permitted for men, and the jaw line and hair line must be visible for women. 

 

 Pay the 498 SR ($131) MRV visa fee at SAMBA 
 

 Find and organize old passports 
 

 Organize transcripts from all high schools, colleges or universities attended in Saudi Arabia or abroad  
 
 
 

http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/
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 If you have been out of school and working, get employment letters that include the dates you worked, job 
title and salary 

 

 Get the I-20 from your school and sign it You can also interview for a visa without an I-20 if you have a 
scholarship, but you cannot be issued a visa until you have the I-20 

 

 Go to www.fmjfee.com, pay the SEVIS fee and print out the receipt 
 

 If you do not have a scholarship, get bank statements for the last three months and an employment letter 
for the person sponsoring your study in the U.S. (e.g., father, mother or uncle). 

 
BRING ALL OF THESE ITEMS TO THE VISA INTERVIEW  
 
At the Visa Interview: 
 

 Arrive on time and according to the appointment time you receive online. 

 Be patient.  Hundreds of applicants are interviewed each day and sometimes you may have to wait a few 

hours to be interviewed.   

 Be prepared.  Complete and sign all appropriate forms before you meet with a consular officer. 

 Tell your story.  The consular officer will ask several questions and is interested to know things about your 

background, like why you want to travel to the U.S., and what your goals are.   

 Many of the Embassy’s consular officers speak Arabic and there is always an Arabic-speaking translator 

available if you need one in the interview.   

 At the end of the interview, three things may happen: 

 
1. The officer takes your passport and provides you with a claim ticket to retrieve your passport after 

one or two weeks. This means your application is complete.  You can pick up your passport once the 
visa has been printed or use Fed-Ex if you live outside of Riyadh. 

 
2. The officer provides you with a yellow sheet requesting other documents or additional processing.   

This means your application is pending but not complete.  It is not a refusal. The consular officer will 
inform you of what else is required to complete your application.  You can use Fed-Ex to submit 
additional documents if you live outside of Riyadh 

 
3. You are refused a visa and receive a white sheet.  All applicants must meet the legal criteria to qualify 

for a visa. If you are refused you cannot appeal that decision, but you may reapply at any time.   
 

If our citizens possess the skills and understanding to compete effectively with their global 

peers, then they will be active contributors to the global community.  They will be promoters of 

peace and tolerance throughout the world. 

 

Former Saudi Ambassador to the US, Prince Turki Al-Faisal, address on ñSaudi Education in 

the Global Communityò to Town Hall Los Angeles, California on March 21, 2006 

 

http://www.saudiembassy.net/2006News/Statements/SpeechDetail.asp?cIndex=592 

 

http://www.fmjfee.com/
http://www.saudiembassy.net/2006News/Statements/SpeechDetail.asp?cIndex=592
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Consular Section  
Frequently Asked Visa Questions 

 

  
1.  What is the difference between an immigrant visa and a non-immigrant visa?   
 
An “Immigrant Visa” is a visa issued to people who intend to reside permanently in the United States.  Immigrant visas 
are usually reserved for those who have close relatives who are U.S. citizens or Legal Permanent Residents, or for 
people who have been approved for work in professions in which it has been determined there are not enough skilled 
Americans to fill the demand.    
 
For further information about Immigrant Visas, please access the section of the Embassy website entitled Immigrant 
Visas. The U.S. State Department website, www.state.gov , also gives general and global information about Immigrant 
Visas.  The Immigrant Visa process is a lengthy one and someone seeking an immigrant visa will be in frequent contact 
with the Embassy to complete the process.    
 
A Non-Immigrant Visa is the visa needed to enter the United States for short term visits, medical treatment, business 
meetings, and tourism.  Students are issued a special category of Non-Immigrant Visas (NIV).    
 
2.  What is a non-immigrant visa and how long is it valid? 

 
A visa grants a traveler the ability to request entry into the United States at the Port of Entry (POE).  The period of time 
allowed to stay in the U.S. is determined at the POE and depends on visa classification.  For example, a student is 
allowed to remain in the U.S. as long as he or she is studying full time, while a tourist is typically granted no more than a 
six-month stay. 
  
3.  Where can I apply for a U.S. visa in Saudi Arabia? 
 
Travelers must apply for visas at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh or the U.S. Consulate General in Dhahran. 
 
4.  I got my last visa in Jeddah.  Why can’t we get our visas issued there anymore?   
 
The Consulate General in Jeddah suspended non-immigrant visa services on November 13, 2005.  The visa section in 
Jeddah will remain closed until further notice.  Applicants from Jeddah must apply for their visas at the U.S. Embassy in 
Riyadh.  The Consulate General in Jeddah remains open for American Citizen Services.  Please see their website to 
confirm hours in which they are open to serve U.S. citizens.   
 
5.  How do I make an appointment for a visa interview? 
 
Go to: http://ksa.us-visaservices.com  
 
6.  Why do I have to wait for an appointment? 
 
The Embassy in Riyadh works very hard to ensure that all travelers who wish to go to the U.S. get an appointment as 
quickly as possible.  However, wait times for appointments can vary depending on the time of year and the demand for 
visas.  The busiest times are between April and August, and between late October and December. 
 

http://www.state.gov/
http://ksa.us-visaservices.com/
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7.  If I have an urgent need to travel, such as a medical procedure, can I make an appointment more 
quickly? 
 
If you have an urgent need to travel to the U.S., such as a medical procedure or death in the family, the first step 
is to schedule an appointment online.  Once that is completed, you can use the Emergency Appointment Request 
feature.  The request is sent to the Embassy for approval and if approved, a new interview date is assigned.  
 
 
8.  Where can I find the forms I need to submit and what else should I bring to my interview? 
 
Download forms at: http://riyadh.us.gov/saudi-arabia/application_forms.html  
 
Every applicant must complete a DS-156, or EVAF, online then print it out and present it at the interview with a 
photo, SAMBA Bank receipt showing you have paid the MRV fee, and current passport. 
 
Please note that filling out the DS-156 form online is completely independent of requesting a visa appointment on 
line, which must always be the applicant’s first step.  They are two separate operations.  The U.S. Embassy does 
NOT receive any notification of your interest in obtaining a U.S. visa when you access the site to fill out the DS-
156 form electronically.   
 
All male applicants over the age of 16, regardless of nationality, must also fill out a form DS-157.  We may also 
require additional applicants to fill out the form DS-157.   
 
All applicants for F, M, and J visas (students, trainees or exchange visitors) must also complete and submit form 
DS-158.   
 
At the interview, consular officers will most likely request other documents, such as: 
 

 Previous passports 

 Employment letters 

 Bank statements 

 Invitation letters for business travel 

 Transcripts 

 Information regarding medical appointments 
 
Many of the delays applicants experience in the visa process can be avoided or reduced with more thorough 
preparation ahead of the visa interview.  Bring any documentation that helps confirm or support purpose of travel, 
dates of employment, attendance at school, and ability to fund travel. 
 
9.  Do my children need to come to the Embassy for the interview? 
 
Parents must submit applications for every child regardless of age.  Children age 14 and older must come to the 
Embassy for the interview process.  
 
10.  What can I expect on the day of my interview? 
 
While the consular staff tries to eliminate unnecessary waiting time for our applicants, there are many factors 
which may make it necessary for applicants to have to remain in the waiting room for a long time.  This is 
especially true in summer months and during times of high demand when many people are waiting to be 
processed.  We advise all applicants to plan for the process to take several hours.   
 
Outside the Embassy, you will go through a standard security screening process.  Your documents will be 
checked to be sure that everything is in order.  If your forms are not completed properly or your photo is not 
acceptable, you will be advised at that time as to what you need to remedy that problem.   
 
 
 

 
 

http://riyadh.us.gov/saudi-arabia/application_forms.html
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In most cases, you will be given paperwork which will allow you to return as soon as everything is in order and 
you will not have to get a new appointment.    
 
Once you have completed the security screening and your documents are found to be in order, you proceed into 
the consular section waiting room.  At that point, you will present your documents to a staff member who will take 
them for entering into the computerized systems and will give you a number.  That number will be displayed on 
the electronic board when it is time for your interview.  Due to the wide variety of languages spoken, the 
availability of translators, and the complexity of some cases, the numbers might not be called in exact order.   
Restrooms and water fountains are available.  There are also small snack items, soft drinks, and coffee available 
for purchase in the waiting room.  
 
11.  Once I’ve been interviewed how long does it take to get a visa? 
 
Every visa application is unique and the length of time it can take to process a visa depends on several factors.  
Visa processing can range from one week to six weeks, and in some cases even longer.  So it is important to plan 
ahead and schedule the visa interview at least two months ahead of the intended date of travel. 
 
12.  What Does It Mean If My Application Needs “Additional” Processing?  
 
Sometimes additional processing is required by U.S. law and cannot be expedited or waived.  We cannot 
accurately guarantee how long the processing of any specific application may take.  Therefore, we strongly advise 
you not to buy unchangeable or non-refundable airline tickets or make other inflexible travel plans before the visa 
is actually issued.    
 
13.  I had my visa appointment more than a month ago, how can I check on the status of my application? 
 
To check the status of your application call: 02-664-7380 or 02-664-5105.   
Or email: riyadhNIV@state.gov.  
 
If your application will take longer than 2-weeks, you will be given a pink card with your case number.  In order to 
get an update on your case, you can start checking the following website 2-weeks after the date of your interview.  
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/visas.html  
 
14. The consular officer gave me a yellow sheet of paper at the end of my interview, what does that 
mean? 
 
This means that your application is still pending but there are additional documents or processes required before 
a final decision can be made.  It is not a refusal. 
  
15.  I don’t live in Riyadh. Do I need to return to the Embassy to submit additional documents or pick up 
my passport when my visa is issued? 
 
No, you can use Federal Express.   
 
16.  I was refused a visa. Can I apply again? 
 
Once an applicant has been refused a visa, that decision cannot be appealed, but he or she may reapply for a 
visa at any time.  When reapplying applicants have to provide all documents again and demonstrate that their 
situation has changed significantly.  This often means providing new information that helps overcome the issues 
that led to the refusal. 
 
17.  What do I do if my visa expires while I am in the United States?  
 
The visa expiration date does not affect the time you have to stay in the U.S. once you are there.  It only means 
that you have until that date to enter the U.S.  For example, a traveler could enter the U.S. for a month-long 
vacation the day before his or her visa expires. 

mailto:riyadhNIV@state.gov
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/visas.html
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18.  If my expired passport has a valid visa in it, do I need a new visa when I get a new passport? 
 
No.  However, you will have to carry the old passport with the valid visa, along with the new passport.   
 
19.  If I am going to the U.S. as an exchange visitor or student but would like to do tourist travel more than 
30 days before the start date of my program, what do I do? 
 
F1, M1 and J1 visa holders cannot enter the U.S. more than 30 days before the start date of their programs.  If 
tourist or business travel is planned before that period, students or exchange visitors must have a tourist (B1/B2) 
visa.  They would then enter the U.S. on B1/B2 visas but must depart the U.S. upon completion of the tourist travel.  
They would then reenter the U.S. on the F1, M1 or J1 before their program begins. 
 
20.  I am a female student going to the U.S.  If my brother or father wants to go with me, what kind of visa do 
they need? 
 
Applicants that are going to the U.S. to accompany a female applicant that is not their wife or mother can only 
qualify for a tourist visa.  Therefore, fathers, brothers or other male applicants accompanying a female F1 visa 
applicant should apply for a B1/B2 tourist visa.   
 
21.  Do I have to pay to apply for a visa?  
 
Yes, in most cases.  The fee of 498 SR ($131) is a Machine Readable Visa (MRV) application fee covering the 
costs involved in processing a visa application.  The fee can be paid at any branch of SAMBA Bank.  Each applicant 
must bring the SAMBA Bank receipt as proof of payment when he/she comes for the visa interview.  Each individual 
applying for a visa (including children) needs to provide a separate receipt.   At the bank you can pay the MRV fee 
with cash, check or credit card.  
 
This receipt is valid for one year from the date of purchase at the bank.  
 
22.  If I do not receive the visa, can I get a refund?  
 
No.  The MRV fee is an application fee, not an issuance fee.  It is paid by applicants for U.S. visas all over the 
world.  It is non-refundable.   
 
23.  Are there other fees for a visa?  
 
Yes, there are often other fees for visas.  The issuance fee is based on reciprocal agreements between the U.S. 
and other nations.  Therefore, there are different issuance fees based on the nationality of the applicant.  For Saudi 
Arabian citizens, there is a fee of 27 SR for the most common type of visa, the B1/B2 visa issued for 
tourism/business.  
 
24.  Does everyone have to pay the application fee?  
 
Most applicants have to pay the MRV fee of 498 SR ($131) at SAMBA Bank.  Applicants holding special or official 
passports do pay the MRV fee at SAMBA Bank but the 27 SR issuance fee is waived.  Applicants holding 
diplomatic passports DO NOT have to pay the MRV fee and the 27 SR issuance fee is waived for these applicants 
at the interview.   
 
25.  I lost my passport or my passport was stolen with a valid U.S. visa in it.  What do I do? 
 
File a police report and report the lost or stolen passport to the Saudi passport agency. Apply for a new visa and 
bring a copy of the police report with you to the visa interview. Be sure to make a copy of the visa and passport data 
page and keep it safe. 

 

 
 
 

 



20 

 

 

UU..SS..  EEmmbbaassssyy--RRiiyyaaddhh  PPuubblliicc  AAffffaaiirrss  

CCuullttuurraall  SSeeccttiioonn  EExxcchhaannggee  PPrrooggrraammss 

  

TThhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  ssppoonnssoorrss  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  pprrooggrraammss  ttoo  aassssiisstt  SSaauuddii  sscchhoollaarrss  wwhhoo  wwiisshh  ttoo  

ssttuuddyy  aanndd  ccoonndduucctt  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aass  wweellll  aass  sscchhoollaarrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  wwhhoo  wwiisshh  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  

oorr  ccoonndduucctt  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinn  SSaauuddii  AArraabbiiaa..    TThheessee  eexxcchhaannggee  pprrooggrraammss  aarree  ooppeenn  ttoo  SSaauuddii  cciittiizzeennss  ((mmuusstt  nnoott  hhaavvee  dduuaall  

UU..SS..  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp))  lliivviinngg  iinn  SSaauuddii  AArraabbiiaa..  

  
Listed below is a brief description of exchange programs offered through the U.S. Mission in Saudi Arabia. 

 

The Fulbright Program 
 

The Fulbright Program is designed to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and 
those of other countries. The program has provided more than 265,000 participants - chosen for their leadership 
potential - with the opportunity to observe each other’s political, economic and cultural institutions, exchange ideas 
and embark on joint ventures of importance to the general welfare of the world’s inhabitants.  
 
Fulbright Scholar Program 
The Program was established in 1946 under legislation introduced by former Senator J.  William Fulbright of 
Arkansas. The Fulbright Program is administered by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the United 
States Department of State.  Since the establishment of the Program, approximately 46,900 Fulbright Scholars have 
conducted research or taught in U.S. universities, and more than 45,200 Fulbright U.S. Scholars have engaged in 
similar activities abroad. The Program awards approximately 800 grants to Scholars each year. Currently, the 
Program operates in 155  countries worldwide.  Individual Fulbright grants are available for scholars from Saudi 
Arabia to conduct research, lecture or pursue combined lecturing and research in the United States for up to one year. 
 
The Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program 
The purpose of the FLTA program is to strengthen the instruction of foreign languages at U.S. colleges and 
universities while providing teachers of English from other countries the opportunity to refine their teaching skills, 
increase their English language proficiency and extend their knowledge of the culture and customs of the United 
States.  FLTA fellows from Saudi Arabia will provide teaching assistance for up to two Arabic language classes and 
typically live in language dorms and facilitate language clubs. Fellows and U.S. students have a unique opportunity to 
learn about each other’s cultures and customs, and to build mutual understanding between the U.S. and other 
countries.   
 
Fulbright Science and Technology Award 
The Fulbright Science and Technology Award is designed to be among the most prestigious U.S. international 
scholarships in science and technology. This award is for Ph.D. study at top U.S. institutions in science, technology, 
or engineering. The program is funded by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs at the U.S. Department of 
State and aims to bring students from all around the world to pursue their higher education in the United States 
 
Fulbright Visiting Specialists Program: Direct Access to the Muslim World 
The Fulbright Visiting Specialists Program is designed to promote understanding of the Muslim World and civilization 
by providing opportunities for U.S. higher educational institutions to host specialists from the Muslim World for short-
term programs of intensive lecturing and public outreach.  
 
Fulbright Student Program  
The Fulbright Student Program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs and administered by AMIDEAST.  Fulbright Student Program Scholarships enable Saudis to pursue their 
postgraduate study in the United States at the Master’s degree level, build leadership skills, and exchange cultural 
understanding with Americans. 
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Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program   

The Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program brings accomplished professionals from designated 
countries to the United States at a midpoint in their careers for a year of study and related 

professional experience. The program provides a basis for establishing long-lasting, productive partnerships 
and relationships between citizens of the United States and their professional counterparts in other countries, 
fostering an exchange of knowledge and mutual understanding throughout the world. 
 
The Study of the U.S. Institutes 

 
The Study of the U.S. Institutes are six-week post-graduate level seminars in the U.S. designed for multinational 
groups of foreign university faculty, scholars, secondary school teachers, educators and ministry officials. The 
ultimate objective of these programs is to promote the development and improvement of courses and teaching 
about the United States of America at colleges, universities and secondary school systems abroad. Each 
institute focuses on a particular discipline or theme, and is planned and conducted by a U.S.-based host 
institution. 
 

For more information about Educational Exchange Programs eligibility, application, deadlines and 
programs, please contact the Cultural Affairs Office in the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy-
Riyadh at:  
 
Tel:   01-488-3800 Ext. 4995 

Fax:   01-488-3989   

E-mail:  EduRiyadh@state.gov       

Website:  http://riyadh.usembassy.gov  

 

  Did you participate in a U.S. Government exchange program to the United States? 
 
If so, do not forget to join the State Alumni Global Network.  This is a web based community for 
participants of all U.S. Government exchange programs and their hosts.  To join, go to 
http://alumni.state.gov  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Education is the gateway to a hopeful tomorrow.  By learning new languages and foreign 

cultures, more Americans can understand the challenges of the world around us.  Students from 

around the globe who study in the United States through the Fullbright program and other 

exchanges have an opportunity to learn more about America and build bridges of 

understanding between nations. 

 

President George W. Bush 

International Education Week 2007 

Letter, October 31, 2007 

 

mailto:EduRiyadh@state.gov
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/
http://alumni.state.gov/
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UUsseeffuull  WWeebbssiitteess 

 

College and University Search 
 
Search a variety of online databases to find colleges and universities that match your interests and visit their home 
pages to get more detailed information.  Please note that not all colleges and universities found in online databases 
are accredited by one of the regional or national accrediting organizations recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education.  To verify if a school is accredited by a recognized accrediting body, go to either the U.S. Department of 
Education or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) database.  Also, please refer to the 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS section, question 16, or the ACCREDITATION section. 
 
CN Search       http://cnsearch.collegenet.com 

College Express      http://www.collegeexpress.com/ 

Colleges That Change Lives     http://www.ctcl.com/ 

College View       http://www.collegeview.com/ 

Gradschools.Com      http://www.gradschools.com  

My College Guide      http://mycollegeguide.org 

National Center for Education Statistics   http://www.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool/Search.asp  

Peterson’s Best College Picks     http://www.bestcollegepicks.com  

Peterson’s Colleges Want You    http://www.collegeswantyou.com  

Peterson’s Planner      http://www.petersons.com  

Princeton Review      http://www.princetonreview.com 

The CollegeBoard      http://www.collegeboard.com 

Xap        http://www.xap.com/gotocollege/ 

 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
 

ELS Language Centers     http://www.els.com 

Intensive English USA -Institute of International Education http://www.intensiveenglishusa.com 

Interlink Language Centers     http://www.ilcs.com 

Petersons – English Language Programs   http://www.petersons.com/elp/ 

University & College Intensive English Programs  http://www.uciep.org 

http://www.ctcl.com/
http://www.collegeview.com/
http://www.gradschools.com/
http://www.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool/Search.asp
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.xap.com/gotocollege/
http://www.els.com/
http://www.intensiveenglishusa.com/
http://www.ilcs.com/
http://www.petersons.com/elp/
http://www.uciep.org/
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Summer Camps 

 

Education guide for international students of secondary school age (12-17 years)  
http://www.boardingschoolsusa.com  

 
Kids and Teen Summer Camps  
http://www.mysummercamps.com/ 
 
Peterson's Summer Camps and Programs 
http://www.petersons.com/highschool/landing.asp?id=872&path=hs.fas.summer&sponsor=1 

 

Summer Camp Directory and Guide                                                                                      
http://www.summercamps.com  

 

Boarding Schools  
 

The Association of Boarding Schools           
http://www.schools.com 
 
Education guide for international students of secondary school   
http://www.boardingschoolsusa.com  
 
Boarding School Review       
http://www.boardingschoolreview.com  
 
U.S. K-12 Boarding Schools   
http://dir.yahoo.com/Education/k_12/schools/Boarding/United_States 
 
 

Standardized Tests  

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL iBT)   http://www.ets.org/toefl  

SAT Reasoning and Subject Tests (SAT)    http://www.collegeboard.com  

Graduate Record Examinations (GRE)     http://www.gre.org 

General Management Admission Council (GMAT)   http://www.mba.com 

Certified Public Accountant (CPA)     http://www.cpa-exam.org 

Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) http://www.ecfmg.org 

United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE)   http://www.usmle.org/ 

Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)    http://www.aamc.org 

Dental Admission Testing Program (DAT)    http://www.ada.org 

United States Licensure for International Dentists   http://www.ada.org 

Foreign Pharmacy Graduate Examination Committee (FPGEC)  http://www.nabp.net  

Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGFNS)  http://www.cgfns.org 

Law School Admission Test (LSAT)     http://www.lsac.org 

General Educational Development (GED)    http://www.prometric.com/ged 

http://www.boardingschoolsusa.com/
http://www.mysummercamps.com/
http://www.petersons.com/highschool/landing.asp?id=872&path=hs.fas.summer&sponsor=1
http://www.summercamps.com/
http://www.schools.com/
http://www.boardingschoolsusa.com/
http://www.boardingschoolreview.com/
http://dir.yahoo.com/Education/k_12/schools/Boarding/United_States
http://www.ets.org/toefl
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.gre.org/
http://www.mba.com/
http://www.cpa-exam.org/
http://www.ecfmg.org/
http://www.usmle.org/
http://www.aamc.org/
http://www.ada.org/
http://www.nabp.net/
http://www.cgfns.org/
http://www.lsac.org/
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Finances, Financial Aid and Scholarships 
 
 
You will need a minimum of $12,000 per-year to cover the cost of tuition, room and board, books, and 
personal expenses.  Some universities cost over $40,000.  Saudi students who wish to study in the U.S. on 
Ministry of Higher Education Scholarships should work directly with the Ministry of Higher Education 
Admission Center. 
 
Fast Aid       http://www.fastaid.com  

Fast Web       http://www.fastweb.com  

Free Application for Federal Student Aid   http://www.fafsa.ed.gov  

Free Scholarship Search     http://www.freschinfo.com  

The Smart Student Guide to Financial Aid   http://www.finaid.com  

FTC Scam Alert      http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/menu-jobs.htm 

Guaranteed Scholarships     http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com  

Mapping Your Future     www.mapping-your-future.org/paying 

Salliemae       www.salliemae.com 

 

Accreditation 

Explanation of Accreditation in the USA   http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/index.html 
 

U.S. Department of Education Accredited 
Colleges/Universities/Career/Trade Schools Database http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/ 
 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA)  
Database Institutions & Programs Accredited by  
Recognized US Accrediting Organizations    http://www.chea.org/search/default.asp 
 
 

Ministries / Embassy 

 
If you are a Saudi Citizen, you will want to verify in advance that colleges/universities to which you apply are 
recognized by the Ministry of Higher Education in Saudi Arabia (MOHE). Contact the MOHE for a list of 
approved schools by major. Upon completion of your degree, you will then request equalization by the MOHE 
or the Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission in Washington, DC.  
 
Saudi Arabia Ministry of Education    http://www.moe.gov.sa 

Saudi Arabia Ministry of Higher Education   http://www.mohe.gov.sa 

Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia    http://www.saudiembassy.net 

Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission to the U.S.A.   http://sacm.org  

 

 

http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/menu-jobs.htm
http://www.mapping-your-future.org/paying
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/index.html
http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation
http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation
http://www.chea.org/search/default.asp
http://www.moe.gov.sa/
http://www.mohe.gov.sa/
http://www.saudiembassy.net/
http://sacm.org/
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DDiidd  YYoouu  SSttuuddyy  iinn  tthhee  UUSSAA?? 

 
 

The Education Advising Office maintains a database of graduates from U.S. colleges and 
universities recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  If you would like to be added, 
please email the following information to EduRiyadh@state.gov  

 
 
 

1.   Name 

2.   Nationality 

3.   U.S. college/university where you earned your degree 

4.   Year of Graduation 

5.   Degree earned 

6.   Major 

7.   Are you willing to be contacted in the future? (Yes/No) 

8.   E-mail 

9.   Mobile Phone Number 

10.  City of Residence 

More than ever, being prepared to contribute to a better world is about what you know, not 

where you live. Teaching our students about international issues today will make us better 

equipped to tackle global challenges in the future, from poverty to environmental concerns, 

hunger, and disease. 

 

Margaret Spelling, Secretary of Education 

International Education Week, 2007 

 

mailto:EduRiyadh@state.gov
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GGlloossssaarryy  ooff  TTeerrmmss 

 
 

Academic Advisor:  A member of the faculty who helps and advises students on academic matters. 
 
Academic Year:  The period of formal instruction, usually September to May; may be divided into terms of 
varying lengths – semesters, trimesters, or quarters. 
 
Accreditation: This is a voluntary process by which educational institutions meet standards established by an 
accrediting body.  The U.S. Department of Education maintains a database of approval colleges and universities 
who earned accreditation from national, regional, or professional and specialized accrediting organizations. 
 
Associate’s Degree: The degree awarded after a two-year period of study; it can either be terminal or, in certain 
cases transferable (the first two years of a bachelor’s degree). 
 
Bachelor’s Degree: Degree awarded upon completion of approximately four years of full-time study in liberal arts 
and sciences or professional subjects. 
 
College: A postsecondary institution that provides an undergraduate education and, in some cases, master’s 
level degrees.  College, in a separate sense, is also a division of a university; for example, College of Business. 
 
Conditional Acceptance: Tentative acceptance into a degree-seeking program, pending successful completion 
of stated requirements/conditions.  
 
Core Requirements:  Required courses for completion of degree program 
 
Course:  Regularly scheduled class session of one to five hours (or more) per week during the term.  A degree 
program is made up of a specified number of required and elective courses and varies from institution to 
institution. 
 
Electives: Courses that students may choose to take for credit towards their intended degree, as opposed to 
courses that are core requirements of the degree program. 
 
Grade Point Average (GPA): A system of recording achievement based on a numerical average of the grades 
attained in each course. 
 
International Student Advisor: The person associated with a university who is in charge of providing information 
and guidance to international students in the areas of government regulations, visas, academic regulations, 
language, housing, travel plans, insurance and legal matters.  This person usually works in the International 
Student Office and might also be referred to as the Designated School Official (DSO). 
 
Major:  The principal subject area for a higher degree program. 
 
Minor:  A lesser subject area that is secondary to the major but significant because of the credit hours earned by 
the student. 
 
Non-resident Student:  A student who does not meet residency requirements of the state while attending a 
public (state) university.  Tuition fees and admissions policies may differ for residents and non-residents.  
International students are usually classified as non-residents.  
 
Notarization:  The certification of a document (or a statement or a signature) as authentic and true by a public 
official, known in the U.S. as a notary public, or by a lawyer who is also a commissioner of oaths.  Sometimes 
schools of medicine will require an applicant’s signature to be notarized. 
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Prerequisite:  Program or course that a student is required to complete before being 
permitted to enroll in a more advanced program or course.  
 
Quarter:  Period of study, approximately 10-12 weeks duration or one-quarter of the academic year. 
 
Registration:  Process in which students select courses to be taken during a quarter, semester or 
trimester. 
 
Semester:  Period of study approximately 15-16 weeks or one-half the academic year. 
 
SEVIS: Student and Exchange Visitor Information System is a networked computer system set 
up in the United States to track information on non-immigrant international students and 
scholars attending school in the U.S. 
 
Trimester: Period of study consisting of approximately three equal terms of 16 weeks each 
during the academic year. 
 
Transfer:  The process of moving from one college or university to another to complete a degree.  
 
Tuition: The money an institution charges for instruction and training (does not include the cost 
of books, housing, etc) 
 
University: A large postsecondary institution that offers both undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs. 
 
 

Portions of Glossary taken from  
If You Want to Study in the United States, Book 1: Undergraduate Study, 

 a publication of the U.S. Department of State 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A good education ought to help people to become both more receptive to and more 

discriminating about the world: seeing, feeling, and understanding more, yet sorting the 

pertinent from the irrelevant with an ever finer touch, increasingly able to integrate what they 

see and to make meaning of it in ways that enhance their ability to go on growing.   

 

Laurent A. Daloz (20th century) 

U.S. Educator. Effective Teaching and Mentoring 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigrant

